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From the Dean

Education is the way to liberate 
every human being.

Keio Business School (KBS) marks its 50th anniversary in 2012. It was in 1962 that KBS was founded 
within Keio University as an institute for management education. KBS achieved full-fledged business 
school status in 1978 when its longstanding one-year graduate-level program evolved into Japan’s 
first MBA degree program. A doctoral program was introduced in 1991, which since then has 
produced numerous professional researchers in business administration. So far, one-year, MBA, and 
doctoral degrees altogether have been awarded to over 3,300 graduates, while more than 16,000 
students have completed seminars in KBS’s Executive Programs.

KBS has done more than merely teach management as an academic study or simply provide topics 
that are at the forefront of the day. KBS uses the case method, which effectively combines theory 
and practice. It has also proceeded with globalization strategy early, launching an International 
Exchange Program in 1988. We are currently (as of July 2012) in partnership with 32 institutions 
mainly in the US, Europe, and Asia, and since 2009 have also started a double degree program. 
The range of educational activities, the research activities that underpin them, and the high level 
of our students are clearly demonstrated in KBS’s accreditation and renewal by two international 
organizations: AACSB and EQUIS.

50 years is definitely an important milestone. However, Japan today is faced with challenging 
economic conditions: a declining population, fluctuating currency exchange rates, and competition 
with rapidly-growing emerging nations. The environment surrounding business schools is 
also changing dramatically. Ever since its foundation, KBS has aimed to develop both broad-
based general knowledge (generality) and profound field-specific expertise (specialty). With the 
management environment being more and more complex, it becomes essential for managers to 
have the ability to take a broad overview of the entire management, as well as to have knowledge 
of their own expertise. Accelerated globalization will reduce our dependence on organizations and 
increase opportunities which require negotiation and cooperation based on individuals’ talent. 
Business schools are also places where people from dif ferent cultures come and learn together, 
enabling them to grow as individuals and acquire a conviction, passion, and framework for business 
and management. As Japan’s most established business school, KBS regards its 50th anniversary an 
important starting point from which to make further progress in its mission to contribute to society 
and lead the Japanese business community as the backbone of management education in Japan.

Hirokazu Kono 
Dean and Professor in Operations Management, Keio Business School 
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Keio has a proud history as Japan’s very first private institution of higher learning, which 
dates back to the formation of a school for Dutch studies in 1858 in Edo (now Tokyo) by 
founder Yukichi Fukuzawa. Since the school’s inception, the students of Keio have risen 
to the forefront of innovation in every imaginable academic field, emerging as social and 
economic leaders.

In today’s internationally interdependent world, Keio places great effort upon maintaining 
the f inest teaching faculty and superlative facilities. Based on the knowledge and 
experience of their predecessors, today’s Keio students strive to develop the leadership 
qualities that will enable them to make valuable contributions to tomorrow’s society.

Keio University established its Business School in 1962 and launched graduate-level 
educational programs to develop skilled and innovative business managers.
In 1978 KBS launched the first MBA program in Japan. In accordance with the key principles 
of self-respect and pragmatic thinking espoused by Yukichi Fukuzawa, KBS produces 
distinguished leaders who take initiative in reforming established business activities and 
starting new ventures to contribute to the advancement of society.

Keio Business School develops leaders who can envision 
and materialize original business concept. Here scholars and 
students of diverse backgrounds find enjoyment in learning 
together, deliver world-class research, and integrate academic 
theory with business experience.

By actively embracing the pursuit of 
knowledge against a background of 
tumultuous political and social change, 
Yukichi Fukuzawa played a major role in 
the modernization of Japan. His writings 
are widely and fondly read by both 
children and adults alike and his image 
adorns the ten thous and yen note, 
the largest denomination of Japanese 
currency. In fact, he is so well known in 
Japan that most Japanese people will 
have heard his name at least once. Even 
today, Fukuzawa’s spirit and passion for 
learning is still alive as the basis of the 
education offered at Keio.

Founder Yukichi Fukuzawa

Keio University

Mission Statement
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KBS was f irst granted accreditation by AACSB International ( The 
Association of Advance Collegiate Schools of Business) in 2000 and has 
been granted renewal twice. In April 2011, after rigorous peer review by 
EFMD (The European Foundation for Management Development), KBS 
was the first institution in Japan to be granted EQUIS (European Quality 
Improvement System) accreditation.

The oldest business school in Japan, KBS has been constantly striving 
to enhance its competitiveness in our rapidly globalizing society. Our 
AACSB and EQUIS accreditations are proof that the educational curricula 
and research activities, faculty, students and alumni of KBS are equal to 
those of the world’s top management education institutions.

For over half of a century since our founding, our unwavering mission 
has been to provide higher education that meets global standards. Our 
alumni are established as key players on the international stage. In order 
to nurture excellent managers who will lead in global business, KBS is 
determined to further enhance its educational and research activities, 
share up-to-date information that both academics and practitioners 
value, and actively participate in business school communities in Japan 
and around the world.

The History of Keio Business School International Accreditations

1956 Keio-Harvard Advanced Management Seminar was 
launched

1962 Keio Business School was founded to provide 
management seminars and prepare for the launch 
of graduate-level educational programs

1969 A one-year,  non- degree professional  general 
management education program was launched

1978 A two-year MBA program was started as Graduate 
School of Business Administration

1988 T h e MBA pro gr am s tar te d th e inter nat iona l 
exchange program

1991 A Ph.D. Program was established

2000 KBS became the first institution in Japan to receive 
AACSB accreditation (renewed twice for five years 
in 2005 and 2010)

2009 MBA double-degree programs were launched (with 
ESSEC in 2009, with WHU in 2010, and with HEC in 
2012)

2011 KBS became the first institution in Japan to receive 
EQUIS accreditation AACSB International

Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business

EFMD
European Foundation for

Management Development
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Our MBA course is two-year, full-time program,  
aimed to develop business leaders with both 
profess ional  manager ia l  sk i l ls  and a  sense 
of responsibility to society and to corporate 
cit izenship.  An emphasis is  placed both on 
particular skill sets required in a specific business 
function, and on developing well -balanced 
skills to be an effective general manager who is 
capable of integrating multi-faceted business 
operations.

Entrance examinations for the MBA course are 
held every October (Fall) and January (Winter). 
An application form, writ ten in Japanese, is 
available from our Japanese website. 

Date of admission April

Admission Quota 100 student/year

http://www.kbs.keio.ac.jp/mba/application.html

MBA Program

Application Schedule

Language requirement

Most MBA Program classes are conducted in Japanese except for courses offered to exchange students from foreign business 
schools. Full-time students, therefore, will use Japanese in class discussions, and for reading and writing assignments. A good 
command of Japanese is mandatory for foreign students.
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Our Ph.D. program is full-time program, designed 
to help students build a strong foundation 
in his/her chosen major and minor f ields for 
further academic and research specialization. 
We are deeply committed to our position as the 
innovator and leader in developing educators 
and researchers in business administration, and 
in continuously monitoring changes in social 
needs and direction.

The entrance examination for the Ph.D. course is 
held annually in February.
An application form, writ ten in Japanese, is 
available from our Japanese website. 

Date of admission April

Admission Quota  8 student/year

http://www.kbs.keio.ac.jp/phd/application.html

Ph.D. Program

Application

Language requirement

Most of the classes for the Ph.D. Program, as well 
as the MBA Program, are conducted in Japanese 
language. 

KBS classes are mainly conducted by the “case method” where practical 
business problems are analyzed and discussed in small group setting as 
well as in larger class. Through experiencing a large numbers of cases, 
students are able to gain insights into real management and operations 
within companies, and to learn how to identify and solve managerial 
problems in the various real business contexts.
Theoretical topics are covered by lectures. Exercises in computer 
application, group projects on various topics and management 
simulation exercises (business games) are used as well.

The Case Method

Case Method -  The Keio Model

Individual Study

Group Discussion

Class Discussion

Original Methodology Developed on Japanese Cultural 
Background in Economy and Society

»  The case method suitable for Japanese business society, 
developed during the 50 years of KBS’s history

»  Emphasis on sharing opinions in a respectful way, compared 
with the aggressiveness in American-style discussions

»  E d u c a t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  e n h a n c e d  t h r o u g h  c r e a t i o n  o f  
“a community for study”

1

Rich Resource of Originally-developed Case Materials

»   C a s e  m a t e r i a l s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  v a r i o u s  i n d u s t r i e s  a n d 
companies in Japan

»  An extensive library containing cases of overseas business 
schools translated into Japanese

»  100 new cases annually developed for classes to deal with 
the latest issues

2

Preeminent Facult y with Distinguished Academic 
Background

»  Dedicated to teaching in our intimate, small class-size 
environment to imbue students with cutting-edge business 
theory, policy, and practice

»   Committed to produce original case materials with in-depth 
knowledge and experience in respective research areas

3
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Keio Business School has several types of programs to meet the needs of students and 
the business society for developing managers in globalized business environment.Internationalization

International Exchange ProgramI P

To provide MBA students with valuable exper ience in an 
international setting, we established the International Program 
in 1988. This Program is a credit exchange system with partner 
institutions. Every year, we accept exchange students during 

UK

  
▲ London Business School IP

Sweden

  
▲ The Stockholm School of Economics IP

Germany
  

▲ WHU - Otto Beisheim School of Management IP DD

IP

Italy

  
▲ SDA Bocconi School of Management

Spain

  
▲ IE Business School

  
▲ IESE Business School, University of Navarra

IP

IP

France

  
▲ ESSEC Business School

  
▲ École des Hautes Études Commerciales de Paris (HEC Paris)

  
▲ Reims Management School IP

IP DD

IP DD

Australia

  
▲ Australian Graduate School of Management (AGSM), Australian School of Business,  

University of New South Wales IP

Thailand

  
▲ Sasin Graduate Institute of Business Administration of Chulalongkorn University IP

Philippines

  
▲ Asian Institute of Management (AIM) IP

Singapore

  
▲ NUS Business School, National University of Singapore IP

Partner Institutions
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Canada

  
▲ Richard Ivey School of Business,The University of Western Ontario

  
▲ Schulich School of Business, York University

IP

IP

Double degree program

KBS recently extended international opportunities for its students 
with the signing of an MBA-level double degree agreement 
with partner schools. This program enables students to gain bi-
cultural insight into management issues.

DD

USA

  
▲ Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth

  
▲ Columbia Business School, Columbia University

  
▲ Leonard N. Stern School of Business, New York University

  
▲ The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania

  
▲ Fisher College of Business, The Ohio State University

  
▲ The Fuqua School of Business, Duke University

  
▲ The University of Chicago Booth School of Business

  
▲ Kellogg School of Management, Northwestern University

  
▲ Carlson School of Management, University of Minnesota

  
▲ UCLA Anderson School of Management

  
▲ Shidler College of Business at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa

IP

IP

IP

IP

IP

IP

IP

IP

IP

IP

IP

PRC

  
▲ School of Economics and Management, Tsinghua University

  
▲ School of Management, Fudan University 

  
▲ Antai College of Economics & Management, Shanghai Jiao Tong University

IP

IP

IP

Taiwan

  
▲ College of Management, National Taiwan University IP

Korea

  
▲ College of Business, KAIST(Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology)

  
▲ Yonsei University School of Business IP

IP

the Fall term (September through December) and Winter term 
(January through March) when we provide some courses in 
English. Also, outgoing students are regularly sent to partner 
schools during the Fall term.
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In addition to degree programs, 
Keio Business School offers five 
types of non-degree programs 
for business executives and 
people in business community, 
as well as some in-company 
seminars. These non-degree 
executive programs and in-
company seminars, are regularly 
scheduled and taught by our 
faculty members.  Most of the 
classes in the executive programs 
are conducted based on the case 
method.

Executive Education

Advanced Management Seminar

This is a ten-day intensive seminar designed for senior executives.  Current and important 
management issues are covered mostly by the case method.  Teaching staff consists of eleven to 
twelve professors of Keio Business School, Harvard University, and other distinguished business 
schools abroad.  Some business leaders will also be invited as guest speakers for special lectures.  
This program is held of f-campus (normally in Osaka) in summer.  This seminar is the oldest 
executive seminar Keio Business School has been offering, with more than 50 years’ history.

Middle Management Seminar

A two-week general management program for middle management personnel.  This program 
established in 1961 is held off-campus three times a year, in June, September, and November.  
Faculty from Keio Business School teaches around 20 cases and gives several lectures.

Management Development Program (“MDP”)

A 14-week full-time schooling course held at our Hiyoshi Campus located in Yokohama.  This 
program is of fered once a year, star ting in September.  It is designed to provide general 
management training for middle management personnel.  Participants will study approximately 120 
cases in eight core areas and several specialized topics including management simulation games.  
Every participant is also required to conduct individual research and complete a summary report.

Weekend Seminar Management Development Intensive Program (“MDIP”)

MDIP mainly targets on practitioners who have full-time jobs and no time to spare for attending 
the school curriculum during the weekdays. This course, consisting of three consecutive 
Saturdays, focuses on specific subjects of the eight core MBA areas including “Management 
Strategy”, “Marketing”, “Decision-making and Management Systems”, “Innovative Organizational 
Management”, “Health Care Policy and Management”, “Production System Innovation”, “Accounting 
and Control” and “Financial Management”. This seminar is characterized by the case method in 
which participants can communicate with and learn from each other, leading to an accumulation 
of knowledge and the building of human relation networks.  This study program has inspired some 
past participants to move on to the MBA program.

Issue Seminar

This course focuses on specific issues such as the biotechnology-based business, management of 
technology and entrepreneurial ventures, and is conducted through the case method and lectures.

Language requirement 

Most seminar programs are 
conducted in Japanese language.
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Access

Access from Nearest Stations

Access from International Airports

Approx. 17 minutes

JR Yamanote Line
(bound for Shinagawa / Shibuya) Tokyu Meguro Line

Approx. 17 minutes

Tokyu Meguro LineNarita Express

Approx. 5 minutesApprox. 80 minutes

Tokyu Meguro Line

Approx. 17 minutes

Tokyu Toyoko Line

Approx. 20 minutes

JR Yamanote Line

Approx. 11 minutes

JR Yamanote Line

Approx. 30 minutes

Tokyo Monorail

Approx. 19 minutes

Keisei Skyliner

Approx. 40 minutes

JR Yamanote Line
(bound for Shinagawa / Shibuya)

Approx. 7 minutes

Tokyu Meguro Line

Approx. 18 minutes

Tokyu Toyoko Line

Approx. 17 minutes

Fare: Approx. ¥850

Fare: Approx. ¥3000-3500

* Buses from Haneda Airport to major areas of the greater Tokyo region are also available.
For more information, please see the following URL: http://www.tokyo-airport-bldg.co.jp/en/access/bus/according_to_direction.html

* Please note that the Tokyu Meguro Line ticket gate is Approx. 15 minutes on foot from the Narita Express ticket gate.
* Buses from Narita Airport to major areas of the greater Tokyo region are also available. 
For more information, please see the following URL: http://www.narita-airport.jp/en/access/bus/index.html

Haneda 
Airport

Narita
Airport

Meguro

Shibuya

Hamama
tsucho

Nippori

Hiyoshi

Hiyoshi

Tokyo Meguro Hiyoshi

Narita
Airport

Musashi-
Kosugi Hiyoshi

Shinjuku Shibuya Hiyoshi

Yokohama Hiyoshi

Tokyo

Kanagawa

Hiyoshi Campus

Haneda Airport

Narita Airport

Keio Business
 School

Hiyoshi Stn.

Keio Business School (Graduate School of Business Administration) is located at Hiyoshi Campus, Keio University.
Address : 4-1-1 Hiyoshi Kohoku-ku, Yokohama Kanagawa, 223-8526  Japan



http://www.kbs.keio.ac.jp/

MBA & Ph.D. Inquiries
Tel : +81-45-564-2441      E-mail : gakukbs@info.keio.ac.jp
Executive Education
Tel : +81-45-564-2440      E-mail : seminar@kbs.keio.ac.jp

4-1-1 Hiyoshi Kohoku-ku, Yokohama Kanagawa, 223-8526  Japan


